The Jesus We Seldom Know
Luke 4:14-30
[14] And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the surrounding country. [15] And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 


[16] And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. [17] And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 


[18] “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,



because he has anointed me



to proclaim good news to the poor.


He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives



and recovering of sight to the blind,



to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

 
[19] to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”

 
[20] And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. [21] And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” [22] And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” [23] And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself.’ What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.” [24] And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. [25] But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, [26] and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. [27] And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” [28] When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. [29] And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. [30] But passing through their midst, he went away. 

(Luke 4:14-30 ESV)

In this passage, Jesus goes from being glorified by all  in verse 15 to nearly being put to death because of His preaching in verse [29] And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.
Every pastor who preaches the word has had some semblance of this experience.  The people who bless you one day can quickly become the same people who want to beat you the next hour.  It is an occupational hazard of ministry, but this is an instance of what one author called bby the title of his book, “The Jesus You Never Knew.” There is a Jesus in Scripture that we are all familiar with.  For instance, the warm picture of Jesus welcoming the children, taking them tenderly into His arms and blessing the children – this is a Jesus with whom we are comfortable.  He is nice, warm, kind, and gentle (Jesus is all those things), but we had just as soon not think too much about the Jesus who cleansed the Temple (unless we want to justify our own unrighteous anger by His righteous display of displeasure in that passage).  We do not want to hear the Jesus who talks about a place “where the worm does not die, the fire is not quenched, where there is outer darkness and the weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

There is a Jesus in Scripture we avoid or at the very least push back onto the back burner of our memory.  We like our warm and fuzzy Jesus who just loves and forgives, but who never utters a word of judgment.  There is just one problem with that – that is not the Jesus of the Bible.  If you really listen to the total message of the Bible about Jesus, you can understand why early in the Gospel of Luke we find a group of people who wanted to throw Him off a cliff and be done with Him!

More about that as we unpack these verses.

What else do we see about Jesus in this passage?  First, we see the holy habit of His life – He went regularly to the Synagogue.  Jesus availed Himself to the ordinary means of grace called worship and especially the reading and preaching of the word of God.  I would suggest that Jesus knew His catechism even before it was written.  Listen to these words –

The ordinary, external ways Christ uses to bring the benefits of redemption are His regulations, particularly the word, sacraments, and prayer, all of which are made effective for the salvation of His chosen ones.  The spirit of God causes the reading and especially the preaching of the word to convince and convert sinners and to build them up in holiness and comfort through faith to salvation.  For the word to become effective for salvation, we must pay careful attention to it, prepare ourselves, and pray for understanding.  We must also receive it with faith and love, treasure it in our hearts, and practice it in our lives.
(Westminster Shorter Catechism Questions 88-90)

Jesus sets before us a good example of what should also be the Holy habits of our own lives.  J.C. Ryle comments on this in his work on the Luke’s gospel –

We need not doubt that there is a practical lesson for us in this part of our Lord’s conduct.  He would have us know that we are not lightly to forsake any assembly of worshipers, which professes to respect the name, the day, and the book of God.  There may be many things in such an assembly which might be done better.  There may be a deficiency of fullness, clearness, and distinctiveness in the doctrine preached.  There may be a lack of unction and devoutness in the manner in which the worship is conducted.  But so long as no positive error is taught, and there is no choice between worshiping with such an assembly, and having no public worship at all, it becomes a Christian to think much before he stays away.   If there be but two or three in the congregation who meet in the name of Jesus, there is a special blessing promised. But there is no like blessing promised to him who tarries alone at home.
Many in our day who richly profess to be Christians are paltry in their regular attendance to the house of worship!

But even those who heard Him regularly only admired Him or later in this passage rejected Him.  This passage not only admonishes those who seldom attend Sunday worship, but it also warns those who regularly attend.  The Synagogue of 

Galilee was filled with people who were quite impressed with Jesus.  They had a temporal feeling of admiration for Jesus.  Ryle again rightly notes –
It is vain to conceal from ourselves that there are thousands of people in Christian churches, in little better state of mind than our Lord’s hearers at Nazareth.  There are thousands who listen regularly to the preaching of the Gospel, and admire it while they listen.  They do not dispute the truth of what they hear.  They even feel a kind of intellectual pleasure in hearing a good and powerful sermon.  But their religion never goes beyond this point.  Their sermon-hearing does not prevent them living a life of thoughtlessness, worldliness, and sin.

Let us see what practical effect is produced on our hearts and lies by the preaching which we profess to like.  Does it lead us to true repentance towards God, and lively faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ?  Does it excite us to weekly efforts to cease from sin, and to resist the devil?  These are the fruits which sermons ought to produce, if they are really doing us good.  Without such fruit, a mere barren admiration is utterly worthless.  It is not proof of grace.  It will save no soul.

Ryle concludes – how apt men are to despise the highest privilege, when they are familiar with them.
You see that is the twin danger.  Some stay away from church and are seldom in church; others are always in church, but the church is not in them!  Ryle again warns us – 
We are always in danger of undervaluing the means of grace (Word, Sacrament and prayer), when we have them in abundance.  We are apt to think lightly of the privilege of an open Bible, a preached Gospel, and the liberty for public worship.  We grow up in the midst of these things, and are accustomed to have them without trouble.  And the consequence is that we often hold them very cheap, and underrate the extent of our mercies.  Let us take heed to our own spirit in the use of sacred things.  Often as we may read the Bible, let us never read it without deep reverence.  Often as we hear the name of Christ, let us never forget that He is the One Mediator, in Whom is life.  Even the manna that came down from heaven was at length scorned by Israel, as “light bread.” (Numbers 21:5)  It is an evil day with our souls, when Christ is in the midst of us, and yet, because of our familiarity with His name, is lightly esteemed.

Jesus cites two Old Testament stories that interpret the reception He received in Nazareth –

The story of the widow and the Prophet Elijah in 1 Kings 17 and the story of Naaman and Elisha in 2 Kings 5

I Kings 17  Elijah and the Widow at Zerephath

· She took Elijah into her home and fed him when she barely had enough for herself and her only son.  
· Once she started making bread for Elijah, her meal and oil never ran out (she began with only enough to make bread for herself and her only son)

· Her son died while during the days she was ministering to Elijah.  Elijah healed her son.

2 Kings 5 Naaman Healed of Leprosy
· Naaman was the commander of the army of Syria.  He 
was a great man with his master and in high favor, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria.  He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. (2 Kings 5:1)

· The message about the possibility of healing for Naaman came through a little servant girl who the Syrians had captured in the land of Israel.  (2 Kings 2:5)
· The King of Syria gave Naaman permission to go to Isarael to seek healing.  The king gave him a letter of commendation and Naaman also took with him great riches perhaps in an effort to buy this healing (2 Kings 5:5-6)
· Naaman goes first to the king of Israel who is distressed by the request for healing because he has none to offer (a lesson on whether the government actually has the power to proffer health care!)
· Naaman is sent to Elisha, the prophet.  Elisha does not even bother to speak to Naaman personally, rather sending his servant to deliver the message of how the healing was to come about.
· Naaman takes offense at having to dip himself in the river 7 times.  He reasons that he had rivers back in Syria that were better than the Jordan.  
· But Naaman’s servants again bring wisdom to the situation by saying “you came all this way, why not give it a try.”
· So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. (2 Kings 5:14)
Both of these stories are about Gentile’s who were blessed by God.  They were unlikely recipients of God’s gracious favor, yet they sovereignly received the special grace and blessing of God.  But when God’s word came to them through the prophets, both the widow and Naaman readily receive its blessing.    

The word becomes effective in our lives when we pay careful attention to it, prepare ourselves for it, and pray for understanding.  When we receive the word with faith and love treasuring it in our hearts, and practicing it in our lives, then the word is made effective for our salvation.  Trust and obey for there is no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.
In both of these Old Testament stories there is a lesson of the sovereign electing grace of God.  The prophets did not go to or heal every widow and leprous solidier in the land.  These two foreigners received grace that came to them by divine initiative not by human endeavor.  God made himself known and available to them through the oddest means.  

Yet we see also the importance of human response to that divine initiative.  Both the widow and Naaman had to submit to the authority of God in their lives.  The point of our main text in Luke 4 is that Jesus had come to them just as Elijah and Elisha had come to the widow and Naaman, but they rejected both the message and the messenger of God while the two Gentiles, a widow woman and a leprous soldier had responded in obedience to the message of Grace given to them.  In essence Jesus was saying to his hometown crowd, “they got it, you don’t get it.”  

The real question is do we get it today?  God is coming to us this morning in His word and also His sacrament.  Are we prepared to receive the blessing of these special means of God’s sovereign grace or will we be like the people at Nazareth and never get beyond the earthly and obvious to the spiritual blessing that is before us today.  Will we come to the Lord’s Table and have we sat before the Word this morning and let the blessings go past us because we cannot see beyond the material and grasp the spiritual blessing that God has given us today.  Will we be like the widow or Naaman and receive the blessing or will we be like those at Nazareth and have the very Lord in our presence and not really know it?
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