Knowing Jesus

Luke 4:31-44

[31] And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, [32] and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority. [33] And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, [34] “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” [35] But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. [36] And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” [37] And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region. 


[38] And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. [39] And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them. 


[40] Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. [41] And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ. 


[42] And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, [43] but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” [44] And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 

This passage opens with words that ought to warn us of even our gathering today --
[32] and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority.  We have seen this before.  People were frequently taken with what Jesus said, how He said it.  They liked to hear Him preach, but otherwise seemed unaffected by His message. Hearing a good sermon was just a nice pastime for them. They delighted in the sermon, felt good about hearing one, but left the synagogue that day pretty much the same people that they were when they arrived.  They in all likelihood never again gave thought about the message Jesus preached that day.  They left the message at the door of the church, but failed to carry any significance of it with them after church.  Is that how you listen to the sermon?

This passage contains an even more frightening reality.

The people were astonished and admired what Jesus said and how He said it, but the demon recognized and responded to Christ’s presence with a correct assertion of who Jesus Christ was and is.  

[33] And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, [34] “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.”
One of the great ironies gospels is who knows who Jesus is.  The religious authorities, the Scribes and the Pharisees, don’t know who He is.   The Disciples don’t clearly get it until about the middle of the gospel story (Peter’s confession at Caesarea Philippi is in about the middle of the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke – Matthew 16:13ff; Mark 8:27ff; Luke 9:18ff).  Yet we find that all along the demons know exactly who He is.  
Mark 3:11-12 reads 

 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, "You are the Son of God." And he strictly ordered them not to make him known.           
The demons immediately recognize Him and they make orthodox confession about Jesus.  
Saying the right thing about Jesus does not mean someone is saved.  James would later say it this way -- You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! (James 2:19)  Being a Christian is more than having correct theology and making a correct statement about Jesus.  Being a Christ is about having a vibrant personal relationship with Jesus Christ that affects us from the top of our heads to the soles of our feet.  It means walking out our faith in a life-altering fashion.  We are not saved by good works, but we are saved for good works.

Let us beware of an unsanctified knowledge of Christianity.  It is a dangerous possession, but a fearfully common one in these latter days.  We may know the Bible intellectually, and have no doubt about the truth of its contents.  We may have our memories well stored with its leading texts, and be able to talk glibly about its leading doctrines.  And all this time the Bible may have no influence over our hearts, and wills, and conscience.  We may, in reality, be nothing better than the devils.

Let it never content us to know religion in our heads only. We may go on all our lives saying, “I know that, and I know that,” and sink at last into hell, with the words upon our lips.  Let us see that our knowledge bears fruit in our lives.  Does our knowledge of sin make us hate it?  Does our knowledge of Christ make us trust and love Him?  Does our knowledge of God’s will make us strive to do it  Does our knowledge of the fruits of the Spirit make us labor to show them in our daily behavior?  Knowledge of this kind is really profitable. Any other religious knowledge will only add to our condemnation at the last day. (J.C. Ryle)
These texts lead us to ask – “What is saving faith?”  What is the difference between knowing about Jesus and knowing Him personally?  Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon Him for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin and an apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, does with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, and with full purpose of and endeavor after, new obedience.  These words are from two questions in the Westminster Shorter Catechism.  They help us understand what saving faith is.  Saving faith is when we rest and rely upon Jesus Christ alone for our salvation.  We are grieved by our sin, hate our sin, and turn from it, and towards the One who can save us.  Such a turning leads us to a purpose and endeavor after new and greater obedience.  Such is saving faith much different than just hearing about or even knowing about Jesus Christ.  Question 21 of the Heidelberg Catechism clarifies what true faith is even more – true faith is not only a knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in His Word is true; it is also a deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit through the gospel, that, out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, not only others, but I too, have had my sins forgiven, have been made forever right with God, and have been granted salvation.


Do you know Him in such a saving way?

We should notice also Jesus holy habit of withdrawing from the hustle and bustle of ministry.
[42] And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them,
This passage, along with many others in the Gospels, shows Jesus doing this regularly.

Jesus withdrew with His disciples. (Mark 3:7) 
Keep in mind that the preceding verses were about conflict.  Jesus had a very busy stretch of teaching and healing all of it surrounded with conflict with the religious authorities.  Now we see Jesus coming aside from this busy time and withdrawing. He along with His disciples would return to a busy ministry when they would resume a busy schedule and be so pressed by the crowds that they could not even eat. (Mark 3:20)  
Read the gospels carefully and you will find that Jesus frequently withdrew from the busy-ness of ministry and went away to pray and refresh.  We need to keep in mind that retreat is not defeat.  Jesus withdrew and so should we.  We all need to get away sometimes and recharge.  It takes some discipline to know when and how to do this, but it is a necessity.
We must make time for private meditation, and for being alone with God. It must not content us to pray daily and read the Scriptures, to hear the Gospel regularly and to receive the Lord’s Supper.  All this is well.  But something more is needed.  We should set apart special seasons for solitary self-examination and meditation on the things of God.  How often in a year this practice should be attempted each Christian must judge for himself.  But that the practice is most desirable seems clear both form Scripture and experience.

We live in a hurrying, bustling times.  The excitement of daily business and constant engagements keeps many men in a perpetual whirl, and entails great peril on souls.  The neglect of this habit of withdrawing occasionally from worldly business is the probable cause of may an inconsistency or backsliding which brings scandal on the cause of Christ.  The more work we have to do the more we ought to imitate our Master.  If He, in the midst of His abundant labors, found time to retire from the world occasionally, how much more 
may we?  If the Master found the practice necessary, it must surely be a thousand times more necessary for His disciples.

(J.C. Ryle)
We are pretty good at taking recreational vacations, but what about taking spiritual vacations.  What I mean by that is taking time off and away from our usual routine for the primary purpose of spiritual enrichment.  This may mean going to a spiritual conference or it could mean just making our vacation have an explicit spiritual purpose.  Do you take your Bible on your vacation and take more time to read it?  How about a good book that has a biblical theme or message?  Are we committed to using our leisure time with an explicit spiritual purpose?
Other practical applications might be -- Take a prayer walk along the beach or in the woods. Walking and prayer are activities that you can put together.  Especially in settings of beauty we can with just a little focus begin to sense all the more the wonder and glory of God as it is revealed in creation. We are about to come into spring time.  This is a season of the year when the beauty of God is explicitly revealed in the creation.  Do you talk to God when you are watering your flowers?  Do you have a prayer chair in your yard or on your patio?  When you go fishing do you take some time to pray?  We are pretty good at pursuing recreational leisure.  Let us learn also to pursue spiritual leisure.

This message comes down to two very important questions –

· Do you know Jesus Christ?  Do you know about Him or do you know Him personally and vitally in terms of a living relationship that is molding who and what you are?  Even the demons know who He is – but is your knowledge of Him more than just verbal and mental assent to a set of spiritual assertions about Jesus?

· Do you want to know Him more?  Do you have a spiritual hunger to want to walk with Him more closely?  Do you have an intense desire for His person and work to have a greater influence over your behavior, your attitude, and your actions?   

· Do you want to serve Him more?  In our text today, Peter’s mother-in-law was sick with a fever.  Jesus healed her.  The text has an interesting statement that ought to challenge our knowing of Jesus – 

Luke 4:38-39 
Now Simon's mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. [39] And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them. 
Peter’s mother-in-law once Jesus healed her immediately arose and served the disciples and Jesus.  She went from being near death with a fever to immediate service for Jesus.  

We are saved to serve.  In salvation, God makes us well so that we might be able to serve Him.  Are you serving Jesus Christ in some way?   If you are unable to serve Him in any other way, serve Him by praying for your pastor, your church, and its ministry.  Pray that God will use me and others to advance the work of His Kingdom with the spreading of the Gospel.

I still believe that God may have called the Lillian Fellowship into existence to be a mission-team-force for Him. I am working on getting some of us to Mexico this summer or perhaps somewhere else that God would open up for us.  Get your passport ready, some of us are going to take off soon and go somewhere to help a missionary for a couple of weeks.  If you can’t go, you can pray for us and you can give some money to help with the cost of our going.  We want to demonstrate that God saved us to serve Him.  Let’s pray about doing that here now in Lillian and West Pensacola and also avail ourselves to go to places that are more disadvantaged than our area.   
I have been hearing from Kelly Johnson, Sharon and Thornton’s daughter, who is serving in Seville, Spain for the next several months (The Lillian Fellowship helped Kelly financially go on this trip).  I will be sending out an update this week on what God is doing with her.  It is exciting to hear what God is doing through her.  She is struggling to learn the language, to understand the cultural qualms and customs, but God is using her in Spain.  

Let’s get ready to go.
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