Rekindling Our Passion for the Lost

Luke 5:12-26

    While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, "Lord, if you will, you can make me clean." [13] And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, "I will; be clean." And immediately the leprosy left him. [14] And he charged him to tell no one, but "go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them." [15] But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. [16] But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray. 

    [17] On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to heal. [18] And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus, [19] but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. [20] And when he saw their faith, he said, "Man, your sins are forgiven you." [21] And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, "Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" [22] When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, "Why do you question in your hearts? [23] Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Rise and walk'? [24] But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"—he said to the man who was paralyzed—"I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home." [25] And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God. [26] And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, "We have seen extraordinary things today." 

a man full of leprosy – leprosy like sin affected the whole person inside and out, from the top of the head to the bottom of the feet.  
And immediately the leprosy left him.  – complete immediate healing and cleansing.  A comprehensive disease was completely eradicated by the word of Jesus.

[16] But he would withdraw to desolate places and pray.  This is not the first time we have seen this holy habit in Jesus life.  The language in the Greek is a combination of the imperfect tense combined with participles indicating that this was something Jesus was “always kept doing.”  

There is an example set before us here, which is much overlooked in these latter days. There are few professing Christians, it may be feared, who strive to imitate Christ in this matter of private devotion. There is abundance of hearing and reading, and talking and profession, and visiting, and almsgiving, and subscribing to societies, and teaching at schools.  But is there, together with all this, a due proportion of private prayer?  Are believing men and women sufficiently careful to be frequently alone with God?  These are humbling and heart-searching questions.  But we shall find it useful to give them an answer.

Why is it that there is so much apparent religious working, and yet so little result in positive conversions to God – so many sermons, and so few souls saved – so much machinery, and so little effect produced – so much running here and there, and yet so few brought to Christ?  Why is all this? The reply is short and simple.  There is not enough private prayer.  The cause of Christ does not need less working, but it does need among the workers more praying. Let us each examine ourselves, and amend our ways.  The most successful workmen in the Lord’s vineyard, are those who are like their Master, often and much upon their knees.

(J.C. Ryle)
The question is do we?  Do we not only recreationally get away, but for spiritual purposes as well?  We need both physical and emotional rest, but also to be reinvigorated spiritually.  This needs to be a daily habit.  We need to develop the ability to be able to withdraw without actually leaving and going away.  To just pull back, take a deep breath, and experience God in a fuller fashion.  This needs to include some Scripture meditation -- meditating upon the word, prayer, quiet time.  
Do you have a prayer place in your house?  It can be a prayer chair, closet, sitting area?  It can be a place in the back yard or on the porch.  It can be any place dedicated for the purpose of withdrawing and praying.  It can be a particular time of day.  It can be a walk, and extended time at the table after supper or while you eat your lunch.  Work to develop such holy habits in your life.

The healing of the paralytic brought by four friends is a story full of meaning and application for us.  These four friends were undeterred in bring their friend unto the presence of Jesus.  Once seeing the crowd, they could have easily given up and taken their friend home.  No one would have blamed them.  They had demonstrated that they cared.  Their friend was a paralytic, they had to carry him wherever he went.  So they could have easily been satisfied with a “nice try.”  
These four friend were however undeterred in their effort.  They would not let anything get in the way of getting their friend to Jesus.  They were men on a mission.

Are we undeterred in our mission to get people to the feet of Jesus?  Are we easily discouraged or do we lack the holy zeal and passion that will not stop till we see our loved ones and our friends saved?  Are we unrelenting in our devotion to the gospel and its saving power?  Or have we lost the edge, passion, and determination that should drive us?

Let us thoroughly understand that pains and diligence are just as essential to the well-being and prosperity of our souls as of our bodies.  In all our endeavors to draw near to God, in all our approaches to Christ, there ought to be the same determined earnestness which was shown by this sick man’s friends.  We allow no difficulties to check us, and no obstacle to keep us back from anything which is really for our spiritual good (or the spiritual good of others).  Specifically must we bear this in mind in the matter of regularly reading the Bible, hearing the Gospel, keeping the Lord’s Day, and private prayer.  On all these points we must beware of laziness and an excuse-making spirit.  Necessity must be the mother of invention.  If we cannot find means of keeping up these habits in one way, we must in another. But we must settle in our minds, that the thing shall be done.  The health of our soul is at stake.  Let the crowd of difficulties be what it may, we must get through it.  If the children of this world take so much pains about a corruptible crown, we ought to take far more pains about one that is incorruptible.

(J.C. Ryle)
There is a great promise in this story.  The Scriptures say,
 [20] And when he saw their faith, he said, "Man, your sins are forgiven you."
Jesus responded to their faith.  Not just the faith of the paralytic, but the faith of the four friends (the word, their,  could include the paralytics faith as well).  

The promise of this verse is enormous.  The promise suggested is that God recognizes our faith in bringing our friends to Christ.  He recognizes and responds to that faith. 

We cannot believe for our friends, but we must certainly believe with them.  And when we do, miraculous things happen.
[21] And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, "Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?" [22] When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, "Why do you question in your hearts?
When Jesus perceived their thoughts – Do you ever think about that God knows your every thought?  That is a truly troubling notion.  

Hebrews 4:12-13 

    For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. [13] And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
Psalm 139:1-6 

    To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.

    O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 

    [2] You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

        you discern my thoughts from afar. 

    [3] You search out my path and my lying down

        and are acquainted with all my ways. 

    [4] Even before a word is on my tongue,

        behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 

    [5] You hem me in, behind and before,

        and lay your hand upon me. 

    [6] Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

        it is high; I cannot attain it. 

Notice also how Psalm 139 ends,

Psalm 139:23-24 

    Search me, O God, and know my heart!

        Try me and know my thoughts! 

    [24] And see if there be any grievous way in me,

        and lead me in the way everlasting!

The healing that takes place is Jesus arguing from the lesser to the greater.  The lesser power is to heal physically, the greater power is to heal spiritually.  It is actually more difficult to say “your sins are forgiven” and truly mean it and be able to do it, than it is to say, “Take up your bed and walk.”  Jesus is just showing that He had the power to do both, to heal physically and spiritually, but the spiritual healing is the greater miracle.
PAGE  
6

