Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices

[4:1] And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was hungry. [3] The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” [4] And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” [5] And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, [6] and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. [7] If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” [8] And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 


“‘You shall worship the Lord your God,



and him only shall you serve.’”

 
[9] And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, [10] for it is written,       


“‘He will command his angels concerning you,



to guard you,’

 
[11] and       


“‘On their hands they will bear you up,



lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”

 
[12] And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” [13] And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time. 


[14] And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the surrounding country. [15] And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 

(Luke 4:1-15 ESV)

The waters of baptism still wet upon his brow.  The Word of God still echoing in His ears – This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.  Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness (Luke 4:1).   Mark puts it even more forcefully; Mark says the Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted (Mark 1:12).  The Greek word that Mark uses literally means “to be thrown or catapulted.”  

Herein is a great corrective to our so called “victorious Christian living” theology or “your best life now” or “name it, claim it.”  -- You know what kind of theology I speak of.  It is popular on the TV.  
What I am talking about is the commonly heard message over the airwaves and in too many churches today, that if you do the right thing, if you have the right prayer formula, the right attitude, if you harness the great potential that is inside you, that you can live above temptation in this life.  You can have your cake and eat it too.  God wants to give you riches and blessings and all you have to do is get all the barriers out of the way and receive what wonderful things God has for you.
Hear me.  Jesus was the Son of God, God in human flesh, here He is full of the Spirit, freshly baptized, led by the Spirit and He is immediately in the desert of temptation.  If Jesus was not immune from temptation, neither shall we be spared.  In fact, the message that these verses teach us is that when we are full of God’s spirit, walking with Him, being led by Him that is when we are most likely to be tempted.  When the devil has us in His hip pocket, why should he bother?  He has us where He wants us.  It is when we get where Satan does not want us, then we best prepare for what some call spiritual warfare.  I do not buy into all that those who talk about spiritual warfare speak of, but this matter of being obedient to God, of being Spirit-led, and Christ-focused is a battle.  It is a daily battle against our own sin and the ever-present onslaught of our adversary Satan himself.  Are you prepared for battle?  Is your sword sharpened and ready to be drawn?  Jesus was ready, but are we?
The great puritan author Thomas Brooks wrote a book about temptation called “Precious Remedies against Satan’s Devices.”  You ought to put that on your reading list; it is a cheap one if you have a Kindle or Nook (an electronic book reader).  Brooks understood this notion.  He has a long list of how the Devil operates along with “remedies” to defeat Satan’s attacks.  He is a tricky adversary.  He does not fight fair.  He will sucker punch you when you least expect it.  He sneaks up from behind.  He blind sides you.  Listen to the words of this passage –

[13] For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. [14] And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. [15] So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds. 

( 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 ESV)
Here Paul warns that there are false teachers in the church who are disguised as apostles and that this should not surprise us for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
In the temptation of our Lord, we see “precious remedies against Satan’s devices.”  Jesus won the battle.  He won the battle His whole life.  He wants us to win the battle.  And we can win them, if we listen and observe how He won the battle against Satan. 
First, we notice that the first way Satan attacked our Lord was through Jesus’ physical appetite.  Jesus had been fasting for forty days; He was hungry.  There is nothing wrong with being hungry and wanting to eat.  The temptation comes in what we eat, how we eat, and what we believe is the true source of what we eat.  Bread is not a bad thing.  Food is not evil.  Sex is not evil.  Wanting to eat, wanting to have sex are not evil in themselves.  These are natural desires, God-given appetites, but the problem is when we try to satisfy these appetites in ways that God has not prescribed or in ways that God has forbidden.  Satan comes to Jesus in the first temptation and says, “Hey, You are hungry, make these stones into bread and eat.”  Take the easy route; use Your power for Yourself.  No need to buy flour, mix and knead, then bake.  Just take the shortcut and showoff a bit in the process.”

Notice more importantly that Satan’s first onslaught is against the very word of God that Jesus heard at His baptism.  This is My beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased is followed in the first temptation with If you are the son of God.

All three aspects of the temptations in this passage teach us something about Satan and temptation, but the key to all of it is in the very first temptation – The essence of temptation is always, “WHOSE WORD WILL WE LISTEN TO?”

Do we listen and act upon what God has said or do we listen to the world and Satan himself?  Would our ears be like the Lord’s ears and attuned to the Heavenly Voice not the seductive, stealthy, sibilants of the Serpent.

Which voice are your ears attuned to?

I want to press this point this morning.  I want to press it hard and deep.  The reason so many of us live defeated lives is because we do not spend enough time in God’s word.  We spend too much time on other things, even good things, but not enough time in the word of God. The Word is not in us because we are not in the Word.  Between last Sunday and this Sunday, how much time did you spend in the Word?  How much “bread” did you eat?  And I am not talking about the kind of bread you make sandwiches with?

Did you make any spiritual sandwiches this week?  I like a good sandwich, but a good sandwich means you have to have fresh bread.  If you use old bread that has gotten stale, the sandwich is just not worth eating.  Let me challenge you to make a good spiritual sandwich in your devotional life.  Use lots of fresh bread – make the bread fresh daily by reading the Word of God daily.  Then cut a big slice of the meat of prayer.  Put the prayer in between the fresh bread of the Word.   Now that’s a sandwich that will keep you full and give you spiritual energy!  

What drives me more than anything else to write devotional material is that I know most of you go all week without much spiritual food!

If I were to go around the room this morning and ask you specific questions about your Bible reading that you did this past week, how many of you could give a good report.  If I were to ask, “what are you reading right now, are you in the Old Testament or the New Testament, what book of the Bible did you spend time in this week?”  Could you give me a good answer that would not be embarrassing?  

In fact, get ready, you are going to be asked that kind of question.  I am instructing our Leadership team to call you, visit you, get to know you, and in the process ask you “how’s your soul?”  “What are you reading in God’s word?”

In fact, if you are getting the point, you know that I am asking you that right now. It is a simple thing, but one that we so easily neglect. We get busy, distracted, and tired.  Jesus was about to be busy with ministry, he was distracted by hunger, and no doubt tired after forty days of fasting and prayer. The difference was that He was listening to God when Satan attacked Him with an alternative word.  Jesus had not been eating any physical bread, but He had been eating spiritual bread.  He was victorious over Satan because of the spiritual food that sustained Him in the wilderness.  
[4] And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’”
In Matthew, we get the fuller version of what Jesus said,

But he answered, “It is written, 


“‘Man shall not live by bread alone,



but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

 (Matthew 4:4 ESV)
Now there is something else here that I want you to see this morning.  It involves what we might call “word,” little “w,” verses “Word”, big “W.”  Or more appropriately “word” verses “WORD.”  (lowercase “word” verses UPPERCASE “WORD”)

Satan is not stupid; He catches on quickly and begins to quote Scripture to Jesus.  You can look up the cross references and Satan indeed knows his Bible.  He does not misquote a single verse.  He quotes verses of Scripture word for word.
It is sometimes said, “Every heretic has a proof text.”  You see the Bible can be quoted correctly, but still

misinterpreted.  Proof texts usually are out of context.  If you do not know the Word well enough, you are susceptible to this kind of temptation and deception.  People quote the Bible all the time; people quote it who are not Christians; people use it for their own purposes without any regard to the Author of the Word – God Himself.

Even when we know the Word of God, we must still work to put it all together into what the Scriptures call “sound doctrine.”

The word sound in Greek comes from the word from which we get our word hygiene.  The word in the Gospels is used of the people Jesus healed like the women with the flow of blood, and the cripple at Bethesda.  Sound doctrine is clean, healthy and whole.  Stott aptly describes it –

In the Pastorals, however, the adjective (sound) is applied several times to Christian doctrine, which is healthy or wholesome in contrast to the sick teaching of the deceivers.  Further, Christian doctrine is healthy in the same way as the human body is healthy.  For Christian doctrine resembles the human body. It is a coordinate system consisting of different parts which relate to one another and together constitute a harmonious whole.  If therefore our theology is maimed (with bit missing) or diseased (with bits distorted), it is not ‘sound’ or ‘healthy’.  What Paul means by the sound doctrine is what he elsewhere called the whole counsel of God, the fullness of divine revelation.  (John R. W. Stott, The Message of 1 Timothy and Titus, The Bible Speaks Today, IVP, 1996, p. 186)

1 Tim. 1:10 

    the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 

1 Tim. 6:3 

    If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 

2 Tim. 1:13 

    Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

2 Tim. 4:3 

    For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 

Titus 1:9 

    He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. 

Titus 1:13 

    This testimony is true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 

Titus 2:1-8 

    But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. [2] Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. [3] Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, [4] and so train the young women to love their husbands and children, [5] to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled. [6] Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. [7] Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, [8] and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us. 

Our knowledge of Scripture must be sound.  This word in the Greek is the word that we get our word “hygiene” from.  Our Scripture knowledge must be whole, healthy, and not sick and partial.  We need to be able to distinguish between what is proper context and what is being quoted out of context.  If you focus on one verse too much and do not take a look at the overall teaching of Scripture, you are always susceptible to deceptive teaching.  

Scripture alone does not mean no doctrine, no theology, no confessions, no catechism, no creeds.  There is great danger in those who cry out in our day “no creed, but the Bible.”  If Satan knows and quotes the Bible, we best be prepared with sound doctrine, sound words, and sound understanding.
There is however even one greater truth in the Temptation story of our Lord.  Jesus succeeded where Adam and Eve failed.  Adam and Eve were in paradise when Satan said to them “Did God really say?”  Jesus was in the wilderness when Satan said to Him, “If you are the Son of God?”  Do you get it.  God had just said, “You are my beloved Son.”  Satan comes along right after the baptism of Jesus and says to Jesus in the temptation in essence the same thing that He said to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden “Did God really say You are the Son of God?”  

Adam and Eve lost a paradise by not listening to the Word of God.  Jesus Christ gained for us a paradise because He did listen to God’s Word.  The first Adam failed and lost everything, the last Adam, Jesus, won and gained everything for us.  

Hallelujah!
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